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BROOKLINE - The Massachusetts Association of Councils on Aging predicts that by 

the end of 2016, the Commonwealth will have more residents over the age of 60 than 

those who are 20 or younger. By 2025, one in four drivers nationwide will be 65 or 

older.   

 

This spring, a two-part panel entitled “What’s your Plan for Driving Retirement?” will 

focus on this silver tsunami and help older drivers and their families talk about ways to 

reduce their reliance on automobiles. The events will take place at the Brookline Senior 

Center and are sponsored by a Brookline/Newton collaborative called TRIPPS: 

Transportation Resources, Information, Planning, and Partnership for Seniors.  

 

These panel discussions are an opportunity for all age groups to get involved in the vital 

conversation about senior driving and transportation options. As TRIPPS program 

director Kerri Ann Tester explains, “the process of driving retirement is different for 

everyone. It can be expected or unexpected, gradual or sudden, and voluntary or 

involuntary.”  

 

“If you think about it, driving at any age can be quite stressful, dangerous, costly, and 

inconvenient,” Tester adds. “More and more drivers are starting to make plans early and 

are exploring the many alternatives to driving while they’re still young and healthy. They 

think of planning for driving retirement in the same way as they plan for where they’ll 

live and how they’ll spend their time as they grow older here in the Commonwealth.” 

 

The first panel, from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. on May 17th, will feature professionals who work 

with seniors navigating the process of retiring from driving. It will include 

representatives from health care, social work, law enforcement, driving skills assessment 

programs, and the Massachusetts Registry of Motor Vehicles. 

 

The second panel, scheduled from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. on the evening of June 16th, will 

feature seniors from the community who already get around without driving. The 

panelists will describe their own experiences, discuss the drawbacks and benefits of using 

various modes of transportation, and talk about overcoming the barriers that often keep 

seniors from exploring and using car-free options. 

 

Both events are free and open to the public. Seating is limited, so attendees are 

encouraged to call 617-730-2644 to reserve a space. Help with transportation to these 

events can also be provided by calling the same number. Both events will be held at the 

Brookline Senior Center at 93 Winchester Street. 

 



More information on the TRIPPS program and an interview with its director can be found 

on the Brookline Interactive Group’s YouTube channel (https://youtu.be/MdRRmOeQH-

s). The TRIPPS program is funded through a MassDOT Community Transit Grant under 

the auspices of the federal Department of Transportation’s 5310 Enhanced Mobility of 

Seniors and Individuals with Disabilities Program. Grant funding was secured through 

the joint efforts of the town of Brookline, the city of Newton, BrooklineCAN 

(Community Aging Network), and the Brookline AgeFriendly City initiative. 
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